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lessee.1 A poll tax on natives imposed by the Trans- Chapter
vaal has been ruled invalid,2 but municipalities may    ___"
be empowered to discriminate as regards use of trams
by white or coloured persons or Asiatics, though by
Section 147 of the South Africa Act, 1909, the control
and administration of matters specially or differenti-
ally affecting Asiatics rests with the Governor-General
in Council.3 Nor is it illegal for Natal to deprive
Asiatics of the municipal franchise, permission to take
this action being accorded by the Governor-General in
Council after the assumption of office by General Hert-
zog's administration.4 A province cannot interfere with
judicial process, as, for instance,by empowering a magis-
trate to state a case on a municipal prosecution.5 It
has been ruled also that it is not required by the South
Africa Act that members of the councils should, despite
the standing orders, take the oath of allegiance which
is required of Senators and members of the Assembly,
and a like claim to be exempt from such an oath has
been made by an Administrator of the Transvaal,
affording interesting precedents for the attitude
adopted by Mr. De Valera in the Free State which
was applauded by republican members of Parliament
despite their oaths, though no approval of the attitude
of the Irish administration was given by the cautious
and diplomatic Prime Minister.
The officers of the provincial services were originally
supplied from the existing colonial services on the
1  Marshall's Township Syndicate v. Johannesburg Consolidated In-
vestments Co., [1920] A.C. 420.
2  Transvaal Province v. Letanka, [1922] A.D. 102.
3  George v. Pretoria Municipality, [1916] T.P.D. 501.
4  Ordinance No. 3 of 1925.
5  Germiston Municipality v. Angehrn, [1913] T.P.D. 135.